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 CHAPTER 1 
 
 TITLE; AUTHORITY; AND GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 
 

     1.01  Title. 1.08  Interpretation and application. 

 1.02  Authority.    1.09  Severability. 

 1.03  Contents.    1.10  Warning and disclaimer of liability. 

 1.04  Purpose.       1.11  Vesting of rights. 

 1.05  Compliance.          1.12  Withdrawal by zoned towns. 

 1.06  Force and effect.        1.13  Commentary. 

 1.07  Abrogation and greater restrictions. 1.14  Headings 

 

 
The County Board of Door County, Wisconsin does ordain as follows: 
 
1.01   Title.  This Ordinance shall be known as the "Door County Comprehensive Zoning 
Ordinance", hereinafter referred to as "this Ordinance." (Amended: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14) 
 
1.02 Authority.  This Ordinance is enacted pursuant to the authority granted by §§ 
59.69 and 59.692, Wis. Stats.; additionally, it employs those powers or provisions 
provided for in § 59.694, Ch. 91, and § 281.31, Wis. Stats.  This Ordinance shall 
constitute a comprehensive revision, as described in § 59.69(5)(d), Wis. Stats., of the 
1968 Door County Zoning Ordinance. (Amended: 27 May 2014; Ord. 2014-10)  (Amended: 20 Sept. 

2016; Ord. 2016-14) 

 

Commentary: (Added: March 1998) (Deleted: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14) 
 
1.03 Contents.  This Ordinance consists of two distinct but inseparable and integrated 
parts:  written text and zoning maps. The written text and zoning maps taken together 
constitute this Ordinance and, therefore, shall at all times be considered as interrelated 
and inseparable parts of a whole.  In addition, other maps and materials referenced in the 
text are used to support this Ordinance.   
 
1.04   Purpose. (Deleted and recreated: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14)   The purposes of this 
Ordinance include: 
 

(1)  to promote the public health, safety, convenience, and general welfare; 
(2)  to encourage planned and orderly land use development;  
(3)  to protect property values and the property tax base;  
(4)  to permit the careful planning and efficient maintenance of highway systems;  
(5)  to ensure adequate highway, utility, health, educational, and recreational 
facilities; 
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(6)  to recognize the needs of agriculture, forestry, industry, and business in future 
growth;  
(7)  to encourage uses of land and other natural resources which are in accordance 
with their character and adaptability;  
(8)  to provide adequate light and air, including access to sunlight for solar collectors 
and to wind for wind energy systems; 
(9)   to encourage the protection of groundwater resources; 
(10)  to preserve wetlands;  
(11)  to conserve soil, water, and forest resources;  
(12)  to protect the beauty and amenities of landscape and man-made 
developments;   
(13)  to provide healthy surroundings for family life; and  
(14)  to promote the efficient and economical use of public funds.  

 
To accomplish these, and other purposes, the County Board may plan for the physical 
development and zoning of territory within Door County.  
 
1.05   Compliance. 
   
 (1) No land or water shall hereafter be used and no structure or part thereof shall 

hereafter be used, located, erected, moved, reconstructed, extended, enlarged, 
converted, or structurally altered without full compliance with the provisions of this 
Ordinance.  

  
 (2) Unless specifically exempted by law, all cities, villages, towns, and counties are 

required to comply with this Ordinance and obtain all necessary permits in areas 
under the jurisdiction of this Ordinance.  
 
Construction undertaken by the State of Wisconsin (hereafter “state”) is, pursuant to 
§ 30.12(4), Wis. Stats., subject to this ordinance. This includes every building, 
structure, or facility that is constructed for the benefit of or use of the state. (Amended: 

20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14) 
 
1.06 Force and effect. 
 

(1) Applicability. This Ordinance, unless otherwise provided herein, is applicable to 
and effective within Door County in areas outside of the limits of incorporated 
villages and cities.  (Amended: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14) 
 

(2) Full Force and Effect.  (Deleted and recreated: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14) 
 

(a) This ordinance will, unless otherwise provided herein, be in full force and effect 
 as provided in §§ 59.69(5)(c),(d), &  (e), Wis. Stats.
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  (b) The provisions of this Ordinance apply to, and are in full force and effect:  
 

1. within the shorelands of any unincorporated area within Door County that 
has approved this ordinance or any amendment hereto per §§ 59.69(5)(c),(d), 
& (e), Wis. Stats.; and  

 
2. within annexed or incorporated shoreland areas, as provided in §§ 61.353 
and 62.233, Wis. Stats., within Door County; and  

 
3. as otherwise authorized by law, including §§ 59.692(1c) & (1d), Wis. 
Stats., and Ch. V., Door County Shoreland Zoning Ordinance. 

 
(3) (Deleted: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14) 

  
1.07 Abrogation and greater restrictions.   
 
 (1) Except as provided in s. 1.06(3) of this Ordinance, the Door County Zoning 

Ordinance of 1968, as amended, is hereby repealed.   
 
 (2) Except as this Ordinance may conflict with Ch. 91, Wis. Stats., Farmland 

Preservation, wherever this Ordinance permissibly imposes greater restrictions than 
other similar regulations, the provisions of this Ordinance shall govern.  Wherever the 
provisions of this Ordinance conflict with the provisions of Ch. 91, Wis. Stats., 
Farmland Preservation, the provisions of Ch. 91 shall prevail.  (Amended:  19 December 

1995, Ord. 20-95) (Amended: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14) 

 

 (3) It is not intended by this Ordinance to repeal, abrogate, annul, impair, or interfere 
with any existing easement, covenant, deed restriction, or agreement. Door County 
shall not enforce any easement, covenant, deed restriction, or agreement to which it is 
not a party.  

 
Enforcement of any such covenant, deed, easement, or restriction via the County’s 
zoning authority would constitute an impermissible delegation of the County’s 
authority and power. [See: “Sills v. Walworth County” (Wis. App., 2002) 254 Wis.2d. 
538]. (Added: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14) 

 
(4) It is not intended by this Ordinance to repeal, abrogate, annul, impair, or interfere 

with any permit previously issued pursuant to law.
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1.08 Interpretation and application.       
 

(1) In its interpretation and application, this ordinance shall be liberally construed in 
favor of Door County, and shall not be construed to limit or repeal any powers 
possessed by the County. (Added: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14) 

 

(2) The provisions of this Ordinance shall be construed, if and to the extent 
permissible, to be minimum requirements. (Amended: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14) 
  
(3) Interpretation and application of the provisions of this Ordinance shall take into 
account the purposes of this Ordinance and any adverse effects that an interpretation 
may have upon such purposes. (Amended: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14) 

 

(4) Any reference to the Wisconsin Statutes or Wisconsin Administrative Code 
herein include the Statutes and Code that were in full force and effect at the time 
this Ordinance is enacted or as the Statutes or Code are thereafter revised. (Added: 

20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14) 
 
1.09 Severability.  If any section, paragraph, clause, provision, or portion of this 
Ordinance is adjudged unconstitutional or invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, the 
remainder of this Ordinance shall not be affected thereby.  If any application of this 
Ordinance to a particular structure, land, or water is adjudged unconstitutional or invalid 
by a court of competent jurisdiction, such judgement shall not be applicable to any other 
structure, land, or water not specifically included in said judgement. 
 
1.10  Warning and disclaimer of liability.  This Ordinance shall not create a liability on 
the part of, or a cause of action against, Door County or any office or employee thereof 
for any damages that may result from reliance on this Ordinance. 
   
1.11  Vesting of rights.  No rights to any particular use vest in any property owner simply 
because the use is permitted by this Ordinance.  Such use may be prohibited by future 
amendment to this Ordinance.  However, the approval and issuance of a permit shall vest 
in the property owner the right to use the property in the manner specifically approved by 
the permit, unless and until the permit expires.  No amendment to this Ordinance which 
prohibits a particular use shall be applicable to any property developed under a previously 
issued permit, except to the extent that such use is rendered nonconforming.   
 
A property owner obtains no vested rights in a particular type of zoning solely through 
reliance on the zoning, but only acquires vested rights after the submission of a 
complete permit application that conforms to the zoning, building, and other code 
requirements in effect at the time of the application. (Added: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14).
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1.12 Withdrawal by zoned towns.  Pursuant to s. 59.69(5)(d), Wis. Stats., a town 
board may withdraw from county zoning jurisdiction within a year of a “comprehensive 
revision” to this Ordinance. (Amended: 24 March 2015; Ord. 2015-02) (Amended: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 

2016-14) 

 
1.13   Commentary.  Throughout this Ordinance, insertions prefaced "Commentary:" are 
included.  They are intended to give information, or to explain certain provisions in this 
Ordinance.  They are not by themselves regulatory provisions and shall not be used 
thusly. 
 
1.14  Headings.  Headings are used throughout this Ordinance to assist users of this 
Ordinance.  If a heading should conflict with the text in interpreting this Ordinance, the text 
shall control. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 







































 
 

(3)(b)  Table of principal uses – Town of Gibraltar (continued). This table shall apply in the Town of Gibraltar.  
 
Commentary:  In order to determine all principal uses allowed in the Town of Gibraltar, reference to s. 2.05(3)(a), table of 
principal uses – General, is also required. 
 

 

Type of Use 

Zoning Districts 

CA CS5 CI 

 

NR VC GC 

COMMERCIAL USES (Continued)       

  Conference Facilities     C C 

  Day Care Centers (s. 4.04(14))     C C 

  Family Day Care Homes (s. 4.04(13)) 

  (Amended:  16 April 1996; Ord. 9-96) 

 P P C P P 

  Farm Implement Sales/Service  C   C C 

  Ferry Terminals     P P 

  Fertilizer Distribution Plants  C     

  Fitness Centers, Tanning Salons & Spas 

  (Added:  30 January 2003; Ord. 01-03) 
    C C 

  Funeral Homes     C C 

  Gas Stations     C C 

  Grain Mills  C   C C 

 Home Businesses (s. 4.04(10)) 

(Amended:  18 Dec. 2001;  Ord. 12-01) 
 C    P 

  Home Occupations (s. 4.04(9a)) 

(Amended:  8 August 2000; Ord. 12-00) 

 

 

 

P 

 

P 

 

P 

 

P 

 

P 

 Home Office/Studio (s. 4.04(9)) 

 ( Added:  8 August 2000; Ord. 12-00) 

 

P 

 

P 

 

P 

 

P 

 

P 

 

P 

  Indoor Recreation     P C 

  Kennels (s. 4.04(2))  P     

  Laundromats and Laundry Service     P P 

  Lumber/Building Supply Yards(s. 4.04(6))     C C 

                   D
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(3)(b)  Table of principal uses – Town of Gibraltar (continued). This table shall apply in the Town of Gibraltar.  
 
Commentary:  In order to determine all principal uses allowed in the Town of Gibraltar, reference to s. 2.05(3)(a), table of principal 
uses – General, is also required. 
   

 

Type of Use 

Zoning Districts 

CA CS5 CI 

 

NR VC GC 

COMMERCIAL USES (Continued)       

  Medical/Dental Clinics     P P 

  Model Homes (s. 4.04(4))   C P P P 

  Passenger Bus Terminals     C C 

  Personal Service Establishments     P P 

  Professional Offices/Studios     P P 

  Radio/TV Stations (Amended: 29 Sept. 2015; Ord. 2015-09;  Effective 9  Nov. 2015)     P P 

  Non-Motorized Recreational Equipment Sales/Service/Rentals (Amended: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14)     P P 

  Motorized Recreational Equipment Sales/Service/Rentals (Amended: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14)     C C 

  Restaurants or Taverns (s. 4.04(3))     P1 P1 

  Retail Stores     P3 P3 

 Trade or Contractor Establishments (s. 4.04(7)) 

(Amended:  18 Dec. 2001; Ord. 12-01) 
 C     

  Veterinarian Clinics  P   P P 

  Wineries/Breweries (Amended: 22 May 2018; Ord. 2018-11; Effective 2 July 2018)  C7   C C 

 INDUSTRIAL USES       

   Asphalt/Concrete Plants       

   Bulk Storage of Fuel Products       

   Freight Terminals (s. 4.05(2))      C 

   Fruit/Vegetable/Cheese Processing Plants (Amended: 22 May 2018; Ord. 2018-11; Effective 2 July 2018)  C7     

   Manufacturing, Assembly, Processing     C  
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(3)(b)  Table of principal uses – Town of Gibraltar (continued).  This table shall apply in the Town of Gibraltar.  
 
Commentary:  In order to determine all principal uses allowed in the Town of Gibraltar, reference to s. 2.05(3)(a), table of 
principal uses – General, is also required.   

 

Type of Use 

Zoning Districts 

CA CS5 CI 

 

NR VC GC 

INDUSTRIAL USES (Continued)       

   Nonmetallic Mining (s. 4.05(3))      C     

   Resource Recovery Facilities (s. 4.05(6))  C     

   Salvage Yards (s. 4.05(4))  C     

   Sawmills/Planing Mills (s. 4.05(1))  P     

   Sewage Disposal/Treatment Plants  C   C C 

   Slaughterhouses  C     

   Solid Waste Facilities (s. 4.05(5))  C     

  Temporary Asphalt/Concrete Plants (s.4.05(7))  C C  C C 

   Wholesale Establishments/Distributorships     C C 

INSTITUTIONAL USES        

   Auditorium (Added: 25 June  2013; Ord. 2013-12)          C C 

   Cemeteries  P P  P P 

   Churches  C C  P P 

   Community Living Arrangements       

   Fine Arts Venue (s. 4.06(2)) 

  (Added: 28 May  2012; Ord. 2012-12) 

    C C 

   Fire/Police Stations  C C  C C 

   Hospitals   
 

 C C 

  Institutional Residential  C 
 

 C C 

  Libraries/Museums   
  

P P 

  Post Offices   
  

P P 

  Public or Private Schools  C 
 

 C C 
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(3)(b)  Table of principal uses – Town of Gibraltar (continued).  This table shall apply in the Town of Gibraltar. 
 
Commentary:  In order to determine all principal uses allowed in the Town of Gibraltar, reference to s. 2.05(3)(a), table of  
principal uses – General, is also required. 
  

 

Type of Use 

Zoning Districts 

CA CS5 CI 

 

NR VC GC 

INSTITUTIONAL USES        

  Public Highway Garages (s. 4.06(1))  C 
  

 C 

  Town Halls/Community Centers 

  (Amended: 22 March 2005; Ord. 2005-11) 

 P 
  

P P 

  Travelers’ Information Centers   
  

P P 

OUTDOOR RECREATIONAL USES   
  

  

  Amusement Park   
  

 C 

  Campgrounds/Trailer Camps (s. 4.07(2)) 

  (Amended: 24 Feb. 2004; Ord. 2004-04) 
 C 

  
 C 

  Camping (s. 4.07(3))  

 (Amended:  30 Sept. 1997; Ord. 28-97) 

 

P 

 

P 

 

P 

   

  Commercial Riding Stables (s. 4.07(4)) 

  (Amended:  28 May 1996; Ord. 11-96) 

  

C 

    

  Golf Courses       

  Golf Driving Range  

 (Added: 25 March 1997; Ord.  7-97) 

 
     

  Gun Clubs/Shooting Ranges  C     

  Institutional Recreation Camps (s. 4.07(6))  C     

  Marinas/Excursion Boating/Charter Fishing  

   (s. 4.07(5)) 

     

C 

 

C 

Outdoor Active Recreation Facility  

(Added: 26 Feb  2013; Ord. 2013-07)(s.4.07(9)) 
C C   C C 

  Outdoor Theatre      C 

  Parks (s. 4.07(1))5 C P P C P P 

 Private Riding Stables (s. 4.07(4))  P P    
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(3)(b)  Table of principal uses – Town of Gibraltar (continued).  This table shall apply in the Town of Gibraltar.  
 
Commentary:  In order to determine all principal uses allowed in the Town of Gibraltar, reference to s. 2.05(3)(a), table of principal 
uses – General, is also required. 
  

 

Type of Use 

Zoning Districts 

CA CS5 CI 

 

NR VC GC 

OUTDOOR RECREATIONAL USES (Continued)       

  Public Boat Launching Facilities 

  (Amended:  22 March 2005; Ord. 2005-10) (Amended: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14) 
      C C C C C C 

  Retreat Centers (s. 4.07(7)) 

  (Amended:  18 Dec 1997; Ord. 40-97) 

 C     

  Ski Resorts       

RESIDENTIAL USES       

  Accessory Residences (s. 4.08(3))  

  (Amended:  27 July 2000; Ord. 17-00) 
    P P 

  Bed & Breakfast Establishments (s. 4.08(10)) (Amended: 9 Nov 2011; Ord. 2011-14)  P P  P P 

  Boardinghouses (s. 4.08(11)) (Amended: 9 Nov 2011; Ord. 2011-14)  P   P P 

  Conservation Subdivisions(Ch.6) (Added: 4 April 2011; Ord. 2011-05)  P  P  P 

  Duplexes  C  C C C 

  Dwellings for Agricultural Production & Processing Workers (s. 4.08(7)) 

  (Added:  25 June 1996; Ord. 16-96) 

 
P 

    

  Farm Related Residences (s. 4.08(2))  P     

  Manufactured Homes (s. 4.08(4))  P     

  Manufactured Home Parks (s. 4.08(5))    C     

  Multiple Occupancy Developments (s.4.08(8)) 

  (Amended:  5 Oct. 1998; Ord. 22-98) 
 

  C4 C4 C4 

  Secondary Dwelling Units (s.4.08(9))  (Added: 4 April,  2011;  Ord. 2011-04) P P P P P P 

  Single Family Residences P P P P P P 

  Single Family Residences Separated From 

  Farm Parcels (s. 4.08(1))                 

 P 
    

  Temporary Manufactured Homes (s. 4.08(6))  P P P  P 
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     (2) Temporary uses shall not require a regular zoning permit. 
 
     (3) Temporary uses shall meet all setback and yard requirements of sections 

3.02(3)(a) and (b), tables of general requirements, 3.05, roads, and 5.10, wetlands, of 
this Ordinance. (Amended: 24 March 2015; Ord. 2015-02) (Amended: 27 March 2018; Ord. 2018-07) 

 
 (4) Temporary uses shall not involve the construction or alteration of any permanent 

structure. 
 

                  (5) (Deleted: 15 April 2014, Ord. 2014-05; Effective 27 May 2014) 
 
2.08 Uses not listed.   
 
 (1) Determination of use classification by the Land Use Services Director.  The Land 

Use Services Director, upon referral and recommendation by the Zoning 
Administrator, shall determine if a proposed use can be classified as one of the 
principal uses already listed for any of the zoning districts.  If a proposed use can be 
so classified, then the use shall be regulated as specified by this Ordinance. (Amended: 

27 March 2018; Ord. 2018-07) 

 
 (2) Unclassified uses.  A proposed use that cannot be classified as one of the principal 

uses shall be considered an unclassified use and shall be regulated as follows: 
 
  (a) The Land Use Services Director, upon referral and recommendation by the       

     Zoning Administrator, shall determine if the proposed unclassified use is similar to  
     other uses listed for the zoning district applicable to the site of the proposed            
     unclassified use. If so, the application for the proposed unclassified use shall be     
     processed as specified by this Ordinance. (Amended: 27 March 2018; Ord. 2018-07) 

 
(b)   If the Land Use Services Director determines otherwise, then the application 
for the proposed unclassified use shall be denied and the applicant shall be so 
notified in writing. (Amended: 27 March 2018; Ord. 2018-07) 

 
(c) The Land Use Services Director may refer unclassified uses to the Resource 
Planning Committee if the Director is uncertain how to classify any uses not listed. 

           (Amended: 27 March 2018; Ord. 2018-07) 
 
 (3)  After making a determination regarding an unclassified use, the Land Use 

Services Director shall recommend an amendment to this Ordinance adding the 
previously unclassified use to the table of principal uses. (Amended: 27 March 2018; Ord. 

2018-07) 
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CHAPTER 7 
 

 PARKING, LOADING, AND ACCESS REQUIREMENTS 
 

  7.01  Purpose. 

  7.02  Off-street parking requirements. 

  7.03  Parking area landscaping requirements. 

  7.04  Loading and unloading requirements. 

  7.05  Access requirements.   
                         

 

7.01  Purpose.  These provisions are intended to: reduce traffic congestion on public 
streets by requiring adequate off-street parking and loading areas for each land use, 
improve the appearance of parking lots and reduce the nuisance of glare, and promote 
traffic safety by ensuring proper access to roads. (Amended: 9 November 2011; Ord. 2011-14) 

 
7.02 Off-street parking requirements.   
 

(1) Required number of off-street parking spaces.  The minimum number of off-street 
automobile parking spaces to be provided shall be in accordance with the schedule 
below, except that: (Amended: 9 November 2011; Ord. 2011-14) 

 

If the parking requirements for particular uses described in Chapter 4, particular 
use requirements, are different from those shown here, the standards in 
Chapter 4 shall apply. (Amended: 9 November 2011; Ord. 2011-14) 

 

In cases where garages are provided, the number of required off-street parking 
spaces shall be reduced by the number of parking spaces within the garages. 
(Recreated: 9 November 2011; Ord. 2011-14) 

 

In cases where on-street parking is provided, the number of required off-street 
parking spaces shall be reduced by the number of on-street parking spaces 
fully within the lot lines as if the lot lines for the parcel in question were 
extended into the right(s)-of-way.  In order to qualify for this exemption such on-
street parking spaces must be designated by the highway maintaining 
authority, be paved, and be demarcated by paint. (Added: 9, November 2011; Ord. 

2011-14) 
 

  USE              OFF-STREET PARKING REQUIREMENT 
 

  Residential        2 spaces per dwelling unit.  

   

  Multiple Occupancy Development        (Deleted: 9 November 2011; Ord. 2011-14)           

             

            Auditorium/Theater/Assembly Hall   1 space per 3 seats.   
                                                                       (Amended: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14) 

 

  Church/Funeral Home      1 space per 4 seats. 

 

  Restaurant/Tavern           1 space per 100 square feet of primary floor      
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                                                                         area or 1 space per 3 seats, whichever is  greater. 

 

  Boarding House      1 space per bedroom or sleeping room. 

 

  Bed and Breakfast Establishment  2 spaces plus 1 space per rental room 

. 

  Medical/Dental Clinic or Office      5 spaces per doctor/dentist. 

    

  Public Boat Launching Ramp   15 spaces per launching lane (each space 10 feet 

wide x 40 feet long).  

 

  Office Uses             1 space per 250 square feet of primary floor             

                                                                         area. 

 

       Retail Stores and Personal Services 1 space per 200 square feet of primary floor area. 

       Establishments 

     

       Manufacturing/Trade or Contractor 2 spaces plus 1 space per employee                  

       Establishments         during peak shifts. 

  

  Warehouse/Commercial Storage      1 space per 1,000 square feet of primary floor area. 

                  

  Marinas        0.6 spaces per boat slip. (Amended: 9 Nov. 2011; Ord. 

2011-14) 

 

  Commercial Riding Stables   1 space per 3 horses. 

 

    Model Homes       4 spaces per model home. 
 

  (a) For uses other than residential uses, marinas, public boat launches, 
auditoriums, and assembly halls, in areas designated as “core” on the Door 
County Comprehensive and Farmland Preservation Plan future land use maps the 
minimum number of spaces required shall be reduced by 50%. (Added: 9 November 

2011; Ord. 2011-14) (Amended: 25 June 2013; Ord. 2013-12) (Amended: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-

14) 

 
  (b) Commercial establishments with drive-through facilities shall, in addition to 

providing the required off-street parking spaces, maintain an off-street queuing 
capacity of 4 vehicles per service lane, designed so that vehicles queuing in the 
drive-through lane do not interfere with street traffic flow. (Amended: 9 November 2011; 

Ord. 2011-14) 

 
  (c) Computation.  When the computation of the minimum number of parking 

spaces results in a fractional product of .5 or greater, the product shall be rounded 
up to the next whole number. (Amended: 9 November 2011; Ord. 2011-14) 

 

       (d) Uses not enumerated. In the case of uses specifically not listed in sub.(1), the 
minimum number of parking spaces shall be determined by the Land Use Services
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           Director, upon referral and recommendation of the Zoning Administrator, based 
upon requirements for similar uses. (Amended: 27 March 2018; Ord. 2018-07) 

 
(e)  Multiple uses on a lot.  Where more than one use is located on a lot, the 
required number of parking spaces shall  be determined by the sum of the 
minimum total number of parking spaces for each individual use.  However, the 
Land Use Services Director, upon referral and recommendation by the Zoning 
Administrator, may allow a reduction of parking facilities if: (Amended; 27 March 2018; 

Ord. 2018-07) 
 

1.  The peaks of demand for individual uses do not coincide, or  
 
2.  The same parking space can simultaneously serve both uses. 

 

 (2) Application to existing uses.  Uses existing on the effective date of this Ordinance 
which do not have the required amount of parking space shall not further reduce said 
space; and no expansion of the use shall be permitted, unless parking spaces equal 
to the parking requirement for the expansion are provided as part of the expansion. 

 
 (3) Application to change of use.  Whenever an existing use of a lot is hereafter 

proposed to be changed to a use having greater parking requirements, the applicant 
shall provide additional parking spaces equal to the difference in required parking 
spaces between the existing use and the proposed use.  

 
 (4) Location.  Except as provided in (a) and (b), all required off-street parking shall be 

provided on the same lot as the use it serves or on an adjoining lot under the same 
ownership as the lot containing the use it serves. Adjoining lots shall be defined in this 
section to include lots which otherwise would be adjoining if not separated by a road 
right-of-way.  Adjoining lots used to provide required off-street parking shall be located 
in a Commercial Center, Mixed Use Commercial, Recreational Commercial, Light 
Industrial, Village Commercial, or General Commercial district, or in a district within 
which the use the parking serves is permitted.  (Recreated: February 22, 2011; Ord.  2011-06) 

(Amended: 26 February 2013; Ord. 2013-05) 
 

  (a) For Commercial, Industrial, Agricultural, Outdoor Recreational, and Institutional 
Uses, as listed in s.2.05(3), table of principal uses, parking may be provided off-
premise, provided that: (Recreated: 28 Feb. 2011; Ord. 2011-06) (Amended: 26 Feb. 2013; 

Ord. 2013-05) 

 
1. The off-premise property shall be under the same ownership as the lot 

containing the Commercial, Industrial, Agricultural, Outdoor Recreational 
and Institutional Use; or the off-premise property to serve as the required 
parking lot shall be leased for such purpose for 20 years or more. 

 
   2. Each of the parking spaces shall be within 500 feet of the structure housing 

      the use that the parking spaces are intended to serve. 
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   3.  The off-premise parking area shall be located in a Commercial Center,   
Mixed Use Commercial, Recreational Commercial, Light Industrial, Village 
Commercial, or General Commercial district, or in a district within which the use 
the parking serves is permitted. (Amended:  27 Feb. 2007; Ord.  2007-04; Effective 12 

March 2007) (Amended: 26 Feb. 2013; Ord. 2013-05) 

 
  4.  A separate regular zoning permit shall be obtained for the off-premise 

parking area. 
 

(b) For government-owned public parks and boat launching facilities, parking may 
be provided off-premise, provided that: (Recreated: February 22, 2011; Ord. 2011-06). 

 

1. The off-premise property shall be under the same ownership as the lot 
containing the government-owned public park or boat launching facilities; or, 
the off-premise lot to serve as the required parking lot shall be leased for such 
purpose for 20 years or more. (Recreated: February 22, 2011; Ord. 2011-06). 

 

 2. The off-premise parking area shall be located in a Natural Area, 
Countryside, Estate, SF20, SF30, Small Estate, Rural Residential, High 
Density, Commercial Center, Mixed Use Commercial, Recreational 
Commercial, Light Industrial, Neighborhood Residential, General Commercial, 
Conservation Area, Village Commercial, Chambers Island, Countryside-5, or 
Heartland zoning district. (Amended:  27 February 2007; Ord. 2007-04; Effective 12 

March 2007) (Amended: 24 August 2010; Ord. 2010-09) (Amended: 25 March 2014; Ord. 

2014-03) 
 

 3. A separate regular zoning permit shall be obtained for the off-premise 
parking area. (Amended: 3 November 2003; Ord. 20-03) 

 

 (5) Abandonment.  No parking space, or driveway providing access thereto, shall be 
abandoned, closed, converted to another use, or in any way eliminated from use as a 
parking space or driveway, unless adequate off-street parking and access are 
provided to the property in full compliance with the provisions of this Ordinance. 

 

 (6) Design requirements.   
 

(a) Surfacing. In areas designated as “core” on the Door County Comprehensive 
and Farmland Preservation Plan future land use maps, 75% of the required off-
street parking area shall be surfaced with gravel, paving, or other material to free 
the parking area of mud, and pitched to prevent ponding; in non-core areas, 50% 
shall be so surfaced.  Non-surfaced off-street parking areas shall be mowed and 
clearly designated as parking areas, such as with signs and/or parking  
bumpers.(Amended: 9 November 2011; Ord. 2011-14) (Amended: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14) 

 
  (b) Size.  Off-street parking spaces shall be at least 9 feet in width and at least 18  

feet in length. Parking spaces designed to accommodate parallel parking shall be 
at least 22 feet in length.  Parking spaces shall have a vertical clearance of at 
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            least 7 feet. 
 

  (c) Setback. 
   

1. Off-street parking areas shall be located at least the following distances 
from public rights-of-way: 

 

          Zoning District        Setback from ROW 

 

     NA, EA, PA, GA, CS, HL3.5, HL5,  

     HL10, ES, LI, CA, CS5           15 feet 

      

     SF10, SF20, SF30, SE, RR, HD, NR, CI            10 feet 

 

     CC, MC, RC , VC, GC                   5 feet 

  
   (Amended:  27 February 2007; Ord. 2007-04; Effective 12 March 2007) (Amended: 22                

                    February 2011; Ord.  2011-03) (Amended: 25 March 2014; Ord. 2014-03) 
 

2. Off-street parking areas shall be located at least 5 feet from all other lot 
lines in all zoning districts. 
 

  (d) Access.  All parking areas shall be provided with an entrance and exit or shall 
be provided with a turnaround at the end opposite the entrance. 

 
  (e) Horizontal widths for parking rows, aisles, and modules (row plus aisle) shall be 

provided at widths no less than listed in the following table: 
 

               Parking Space Angle, 

         One-way Parallel        in degrees 

               30 45 60 90 

                      --feet--    -------feet------ 

  

   Single row of parking             9    17 19 20 18 

   Driving aisle                12    12 13 18 24 

   Minimum width 

     of module                  21    29 32 38 42       

                  (row + aisle) 

 

   Two rows of parking              18    34 38 40 36 

   Driving aisle                     12    12 13 18 24 

   Minimum width 

     of module         30    46 51 58 60 

     (row + aisle) 
 
  Commentary:  The illustrations on the following pages depict the parking 

arrangements described in the table.  
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  (f) Lighting.  Lighting established for the purpose of illuminating off-street parking 
areas shall utilize lighting fixtures whose hood, lens, or combination thereof allow 
no direct beams of light to be seen from off the property or to be cast skyward, and 
the lighting elements of which shall not be visible from adjacent properties.  
(Amended: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14) 
 

  (g) Maintenance.  All parking areas shall be properly maintained by the owner, or 
lessee, of the property. 

 
  (h) Handicapped parking.  All off-street parking areas shall provide parking spaces 

for use by motor vehicles which transport physically disabled persons, in 
accordance with the ADA Accessibility Guidelines. (Amended: 9 November 2011; Ord. 

2011-14) 

  

 (7) Parking of Business-Related Vehicles.  In the Single Family Residential-10,000, 
Single Family Residential-20,000, Single Family Residential-30,000, High Density 
Residential, Small Estate Residential and Neighborhood Residential districts, not 
more than one vehicle which bears business insignia and/or one trailer used in a 
business or trade shall be parked on a lot overnight.  This provision shall not apply to 
permitted commercial uses nor to nonconforming uses, provided such parking of 
business-related vehicles does not violate any other provision of this Ordinance. 

(Amended: 27 February 2007; Ord. No. 2007-04; Effective 12 March 2007) (Amended: 22 February 

2011; Ord. No. 2011-03) 

 

7.03  Parking area landscaping requirements.   
 
 (1) Applicability.  These requirements shall apply to all parking spaces created after 

the effective date of this Ordinance, except for parking spaces located in parking 
areas which accommodate fewer than 6 vehicles, and except for parking spaces 
located in multi-level parking structures. 

 
 (2) Minimum landscaping requirements.   
 
  (a) Canopy trees shall be required as follows: 
 
   1. One canopy tree with a caliper of at least 2 inches shall be required for 

every 12 parking spaces.  Fractions shall be rounded to the nearest whole 
number (e.g. 0-5 spaces = no trees, 6-17 spaces = 1 tree, 18-29 spaces = 2 
trees, etc.). 

 
   2. All required canopy trees must be located within the parking area or within 

10 feet of the perimeter of the parking area surface. 
 
   3. Existing trees may be counted toward the canopy tree requirements, 

provided they meet the requirements for size, placement, and type. 
 
  (b)  Other landscaping materials shall be required so as to accumulate 15 
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            landscape points per parking space.  Landscape points shall be accumulated   
according to the following: 

 

 LANDSCAPE POINTS 

 

    Landscape Element  Minimum Planted Size    Points 

    Canopy Trees    2 in. caliper or 1.5 in.    50 pts. 

           caliper for multi-stem trees 

    Evergreen Trees   4 feet high               30 pts. 

    Low Ornamental    5 feet high and balled    20 pts. 

      Trees                  and burlapped stock 

    Tall Shrubs     2.5 feet high        9 pts. 

    Medium Shrubs   18 inches high             6 pts. 

    Low Shrubs     15 inches high      3 pts. 

 
 

 

The publication A Guide to Selecting Landscape Plants for Wisconsin, by E. R. 
Hasselkus, UW-Extension publication A2865, shall be used to determine which 
plants are "low-ornamental trees" and "tall/medium/low shrubs." 

 

   1.  To qualify for points the landscape elements must be located in the 
following areas: 

 
    a. Within landscaped areas in the interior of the parking area. 
       b. Within 10 feet of the perimeter of the parking area. 
       c. Along public right-of-ways that are adjacent to the parking area. 
 

2.     Landscaping which primarily serves the aesthetic enhancement of the 
building or related open areas shall not qualify for points. 

 
   3.    Canopy trees as required by par.(a) shall also qualify for points. (Amended:  

24 Feb. 2004; Ord. 2004-03) 
 
  (c) Screening near residential uses.  A screening barrier (for the purpose of 

reducing glare) shall be required in the following situations:  
 
   1. When the parking area is located within 30 feet of an adjoining lot 

containing a principal residential use.  (Amended:  25 June 1996; Ord. 16-96) 
           
        2.    When the parking area is located within 30 feet of an adjoining vacant lot 

that is located in the Single Family Residential-10,000, Single Family 
Residential-20,000, Single Family Residential-30,000, Small Estate 
Residential, Rural Residential, High Density Residential, or Neighborhood 
Residential districts. (Amended: 27 February 2007; Ord. No. 2007-04; Effective 12 March 

2007) (Amended: 22 February 2011; Ord. No. 2011-03)   
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           The minimum height of the barrier shall be 3.5 feet above the surface of the 
parking area.  The barrier may consist of wood or masonry fencing, walls, berms,   
or planted materials. If planted materials are used, they must be of suitable size 
and density to accomplish the screening objective within 3 years of planting.  

 

  (d) All required landscape and/or barrier materials shall be established prior to 
utilization of the parking spaces, unless a bond, certificate of deposit, cash, or 
other form of financial assurance acceptable to the Zoning Administrator is 
submitted to the County.  Such financial assurance shall cover the estimated cost 
of installing the landscape and/or barrier materials and shall be returned to the 
applicant upon proper installation by the applicant.  If the landscape and/or barrier 
materials are not properly installed within 9 months of commencement of operation 
of the use, the financial assurance shall be used for installation of the landscape 
and/or barrier materials by the County.  Once established, all landscape and/or 
barrier materials shall be properly maintained by the owner or lessee of the 
parking area.  (Amended:  25 June 1996; Ord. 16-96) 

 

 (3) Two or more parking areas interconnected by on-site vehicular circulation shall be 
treated as one lot for the purposes of this section.  Unconnected parking areas 
serving the same use shall be treated as one lot unless they are separated by 30 feet 
or more. 

 
   
Commentary:  The following 2 sketches illustrate application of this section. 
 
 
 

 
 

 (Continued on next page) 
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7.04  Loading and unloading requirements.   
 
 (1) Any use which requires deliveries or shipments shall provide sufficient off-street 

loading and unloading space so that no public street, alley, or access to any parking 
area is blocked by such activities. 

 
 (2) The loading and unloading space shall be separate from any parking aisle or 

parking spaces unless delivery or pickup activities are scheduled for hours when the 
parking area is not in use. 

 
 

7.05  Access requirements.   
 
 (1) Every use shall have access to a public or private road. However, property owners 

have the responsibility of securing the access.    
 
 (2) For all uses, except Agricultural Uses, as listed in s. 2.05(3), table of principal 

uses, no more than 2 driveways per lot shall be permitted. 
 
 (3) In areas not designated as “core” on the Door County Comprehensive and 

Farmland Preservation Plan future land use maps, for all uses, except Agricultural 
Uses, as listed in s. 2.05(3), table of principal uses, access shall not be taken to a 
state highway if access to a town, county, or public or private frontage road is 
available. (Amended: 9 November 2011; Ord. 2011-14) (Amended: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14) 

 
 (4) Access spacing on state highways shall be as allowed by the Wisconsin 

Department of Transportation. (Amended: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14) 
 

  (a) (Deleted: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14) 

(b)   (Deleted: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14) 

 

 (5) Driveway width. 
 
  (a) For all single family residential and duplex residential uses, access driveways 

shall be at least 15 feet wide and not more than 24 feet wide. (Amended:  17 

December 1996; Ord. 36-96) 

 
  (b) Access driveways for all other uses, except Agricultural Uses, as listed in s. 

2.05(3), table of principal uses, shall be at least 20 feet wide and not more than 35 
feet wide.  Such drives may be reduced to 10 feet wide if they are enter-only or 
exit-only drives. 

 
 (6) Setback.  All access driveways shall be placed such that the driveway edge 

nearest to a neighbor's lot line is at least 5 feet from the neighbor's lot line, unless 
driveways are shared by adjoining property owners. 

 
 (7) All access driveways, except those to farm fields, shall be surfaced with gravel or 
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      paved and pitched to prevent ponding. 
 
 (8) Location.   
 
  (a) Access drives shall be located opposite median crossovers, where present.   
 
  (b) At road intersections, the midpoint of access driveways shall be located at least 

100 feet from the point of intersection of the road edges.  For lots existing prior to 
the effective date of this Ordinance which cannot meet this provision, one access 
driveway shall be permitted. 
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    CHAPTER 9 
 
 NONCONFORMING USES, STRUCTURES, LOTS 
 
  9.01  Previously lawful condition. 

  9.02  Nonconforming uses.   

  9.03  Nonconforming structures. 

  9.04  Nonconforming lots. 

 
9.01  Previously lawful condition.  Within the districts established and mapped by this 
Ordinance, or amendments thereto, there may exist uses of lands or buildings, structures, 
or lots, which were lawful before this Ordinance, or amendments thereto, became 
effective, but which do not conform to the regulations herein.  As set forth in s. 59.69(10), 
(10e), and (10m), Wis. Stats., such nonconforming conditions may be continued, subject 
to the requirements of this chapter. (Amended: 22 May 2018; Ord. 2018-10) 

 
9.02  Nonconforming uses.   
 

(1)  Nonconforming use of land. 
 

(a) For all nonstructural uses of land, except nonmetallic mining operations, 
permissible expansions or intensifications shall be authorized only by a 
conditional use permit. Permissible expansion or intensification means a total 
increase, during the life of the use, of up to ten percent (10%), based on the level 
of activity (e.g., frequency, duration, volume) and/or the area encompassed by the 
nonconforming use, as applicable, at the time the use became nonconforming. 
(Amended: 22 May 2018; Ord. 2018-10) 
 

(b) Expansion of a nonconforming, nonmetallic mining operation shall be 
governed by applicable Wisconsin law.  (Amended:  26 June 2001; Ord. 04-01) 

 
(2)  Nonconforming use of buildings or other structures.  The following shall apply to 
all buildings or structures which house a nonconforming use: 

 
(a) Structural alterations or structural repairs of an existing building or structure 
which houses a nonconforming use shall be authorized by a regular zoning 
permit.  
 

(b) Permissible expansion or intensification of a nonconforming use via new 
buildings or structures, or via additions to an existing building or structure which 
houses a nonconforming use, or via structural alterations or structural repairs to 
an existing building which houses a nonconforming use for the purpose of 
expansion or intensification of the use may be authorized only by a conditional 
use permit.  Such new structures or additions shall only be placed within the 
boundaries of the lot as it existed at the time the use became nonconforming and 
shall comply with all applicable setbacks and other dimensional requirements of 
this Ordinance, 
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unless variances are granted as provided in s. 11.06, variance from the 
requirements of this Ordinance. Permissible expansion or intensification means a 
total increase, during the life of the use, of up to ten percent (10%), based on the 
level of activity (e.g., frequency, duration, volume) and/or the square footage of 
the structure(s) housing the nonconforming use, as applicable, at the time the use 
became nonconforming. (Amended: 25 June 1996; Ord. 16-96) (Amended: 22 May 2018; Ord. 

2018-10) 
 

(c) If a structure which houses a nonconforming use is destroyed by vandalism 
or by fire, explosion, flooding, ice, snow, storm damage, violent wind, mold, 
infestation, or similar calamity, such structure may be restored and the 
nonconforming use may be restored therein upon issuance of a regular zoning 
permit.  Such restoration shall not exceed the original building floor area and 
volume, unless a conditional use permit is authorized, as provided in par. (b). If 
the original structure which housed the nonconforming use is also a 
nonconforming structure, the provisions of 9.03(1) and (2) shall also apply. 
(Amended: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14) (Amended: 22 May 2018; Ord. 2018-10) 

 
(3)  Change of use.   
 
  (a)   A nonconforming use may continue in strict accord with the historical use;      
       i.e., the precise active and actual use that predated the ordinance which rendered 
       the use nonconforming. (Added: 22 May 2018; Ord. 2018-10) 

 
  (b) Any identifiable unauthorized change (e.g., alteration, expansion, or                  
       intensification) in the nonconforming use may be illegal and may result in loss of   
       legal nonconforming use status. (Added: 22 May 2018; Ord. 2018-10) 

 

   (c)   A nonconforming use shall not be changed to any use other than a use          
        permitted in the zoning district in which it is located. 
 

(4)   Discontinuance.  Where any such nonconforming use is discontinued for a period 
of 12 consecutive months, any future use of the building, structure, or land shall 
conform to the regulations of the district in which it is located. 

 
9.03  Nonconforming structures. 
 

(1)   Additions. (Amended: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14) 
 

(a)  (Deleted: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14) 
 

(b)  Additions to or extensions of nonconforming structures beyond the existing 
building envelope are permitted provided that such additions or extensions 
comply with all the provisions of this Ordinance. (Amended: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14) 

 
(2)   Repairs and restoration. 
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(a)  A nonconforming structure that is damaged or destroyed by vandalism or by 
fire, explosion, flooding, ice, snow, storm damage, violent wind, mold, infestation, 
or similar calamity may be repaired or restored provided the repair or restoration 
of the nonconforming portion of the structure occurs fully within the building 
envelope of the structure before damage, except that structures may be larger 
than the size immediately before the damage or destruction if necessary for 
compliance with state or federal requirements. Said repair or restoration shall only 
be authorized when the relevant zoning permit for the repair or restoration is 
issued within twelve months from the date of the damage to the nonconforming 
structure.  (Amended:  25 June 1996; Ord. 16-96) (Amended:  18 December 1997; Ord. 39-97) 

(Amended: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14) (Amended: 22 May 2018; Ord. 2018-10) 
 
(b) Except for historic buildings, no repairs or restoration of nonconforming 
structures shall be located within any public right-of-way. 

 
(3) Reconstruction of any nonconforming structure in functional order shall be 
permitted with the issuance of a regular zoning permit within 12 months of the date of 
removal of the original structure.  Said reconstruction need not comply with the 
setback or yard provisions of this Ordinance provided the reconstruction occurs fully 
within the building envelope of the structure before removal, except that structures 
located in the floodplain may be elevated as necessary to comply with floodplain 
zoning requirements, and a patio may be replaced with a deck serving the same floor 
level of the structure.  (Added:  7 February 2001; Ord. 33-00)  (Amended: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-

14) 

 
(4)  Nonconforming signs.  All nonconforming signs shall be subject to the provisions 
contained in s. 8.06, nonconforming signs. (Amended:  7 February 2001; Ord. 33-00) 

 
9.04  Nonconforming lots.   
   

(1)  (Deleted: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14) 

 
(2)  A nonconforming lot may be used for any use permitted within the zoning district 
in which the lot is located.  (Amended:  23 June 1998; Ord. 14-98) (Amended: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 

2016-14) 
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 CHAPTER 10 
 
 ADMINISTRATION 
 
  10.01  Resource Planning Committee. 

  10.02  Zoning Board of Adjustment. 

  10.03  Land Use Services Director.                     

  10.04  Zoning Administrator. 
                         (Amended: 27 March 2018; Ord. 2018-07) 

 
10.01  Resource Planning Committee. 
 

(1) The Resource Planning Committee, created by the County Board of Supervisors, 
shall be the designated county zoning agency pursuant to s. 59.69(2), Wis. Stats. 
 
(2)  The Resource Planning Committee shall adopt and follow any governing rules of 
procedure as specified in s. 59.69(2) Wis. Stats., and shall comply with the 
Wisconsin Open Meeting Law as specified in ss. 19.81 through 19.98, Wis. Stats. 
 
(3)  Duties and powers.  In administering this Ordinance, the duties and powers of 
the Resource Planning Committee shall be as follows: 

 
(a)  Supervise the administration of this Ordinance. 
 
(b)  Exercise those duties and powers specified in s. 59.69, Wis. Stats. 
 
(c)  Hold public hearings as required by this Ordinance, by Wisconsin Statutes, 
or by its own motions. 
 
(d)  Submit recommendations to the County Board of Supervisors for or against 
proposed zoning text and map amendments. 
 
(e)  Issue or deny conditional use permits, and establish any conditions for 
such permits. 
 
(f)  (Deleted: 27 May 2008; Ord. 2008-04) 

 
(g)  Any other duties determined by the County Board of Supervisors. 
 

(4)  Financial sureties.   
 

(a)  The Resource Planning Committee may require that a performance bond 
or letter of credit be provided for the benefit of the County and filed with the 
County so as to ensure compliance with the terms of this Ordinance or required 
permit. 
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(b)  Failure to provide or maintain such bond or letter of credit shall invalidate 
any permit. 

 
10.02  Zoning Board of Adjustment.   
 

(1)  Establishment.  There is hereby established a Board of Adjustment for the 
County of Door as authorized by s. 59.694, Wis. Stats. 
 

(2)  Membership. 
 

(a)  Size and appointment.  The Board of Adjustment shall consist of 5 regular 
members and up to two alternate members, all appointed by the chair of the 
County Board of Supervisors with the approval of the County Board of 
Supervisors. 
 
(b) Eligibility.  Members of the Board of Adjustment shall reside in the 
unincorporated areas of Door County. No 2 members of the Board of Adjustment 
shall reside in the same town. 
 
(c)  Terms of office.  The term of office shall be 3 years. However, these terms of 
office shall be staggered such that no more than 2 members' terms of office are 
expired in any one year.  Each term shall begin July 1st. 

 
(d)  Officers.  The Board of Adjustment shall choose its own chairperson and 
vice-chairperson. (Amended: 30 Sept. 2003; Ord. No. 17-03)  

 
(e)  Removal.  Members may be removed by the chairperson of the County 
Board of Supervisors for cause upon written charges.  Cause may include 
excessive absenteeism. 

 
(3)  Operation and rules. 

 
(a)  The Board of Adjustment shall adopt rules for the conduct of its business 
which shall be in accordance with the provisions of this Ordinance and s. 59.694, 
Wis. Stats. 

 
(b)  Call to meetings.  The Board of Adjustment shall meet at the call of the chair, 
and at such other time as the Board of Adjustment may determine, at a fixed 
time and place. 
 
(c)  Open meetings.  All meetings of the Board of Adjustment shall be open to 
the public, unless otherwise authorized by Wisconsin law. 

 
(d)  Minutes.  The Board of Adjustment shall keep minutes of its proceedings 
showing the vote of each member upon each question, or if absent or failing to 
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vote, indicating such fact, and shall keep records of its examinations and other 
official actions, all of which shall be public record. 
 
(e)  (Deleted: 30 Sept. 2003; Ord. 17-03)  

 
(f)  Quorum.  The quorum for any meeting shall consist of 3 members. 

 
(g)  The chair may administer oaths and compel the attendance of witnesses. 

 
(4)  Powers.  The Board of Adjustment shall have the following powers: 

 
(a)  Appeals.  To hear and decide appeals, pursuant to s. 59.694, Wis. Stats., 
where it is alleged that there is error in any order, requirement, decision or 
determination made by the Land Use Services Director, the Zoning 
Administrator, or the Resource Planning Committee.  In exercising the above-
mentioned powers, the Board of Adjustment may reverse or affirm, wholly or 
partly, or may modify the order, requirement, decision or determination which is 
the subject of the appeal, and to that end shall have all the powers of the officer 
from whom the appeal is taken. (Amended: 27 March 2018; Ord. 2018-07) 

 
(b)  Variances. To hear and authorize upon appeal in specific cases such 
variance from the terms of this Ordinance as will not be contrary to the public 
interest, where, owing to special conditions, a literal enforcement of the 
provisions of this Ordinance will result in unnecessary hardship, and so that the 
spirit of this Ordinance shall be observed and substantial justice done.  Such 
variance shall not have the effect of permitting in any district a use that is 
prohibited in that district. 
 

(c)  To grant variances for renewable energy resource systems as provided in s. 
59.694(7)(d), Wis. Stats. 
 

10.03  Land Use Services Director.  In administering this Ordinance, the Land Use 
Services Director shall possess the following duties and powers: (Amended: 27 March 2018; 

Ord. 2018-07) 

 
(1)  Oversee the Zoning Administrators in carrying out the assigned responsibilities 
of this Ordinance.  (Amended: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14) 
 
(2)  Make necessary studies relevant to deliberations regarding conditional use 
permits, as directed by the Resource Planning Committee. 
 
(3)   (Deleted: 27 May 2008; Ord. 2008-04) 
 
(4)  Recommend to the Resource Planning Committee amendments necessary to 
make this Ordinance more effective or more consistent with applicable state statutes 
and codes. (Amended: 20 Sept. 2016; Ord. 2016-14) 
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(5)  Decide on granting of waivers where this Ordinance gives specific authority for 
such waivers. 
 

10.04  Zoning Administrator.  The Zoning Administrator shall possess the following 
duties and powers: 

   
(1)   Administer and enforce this Ordinance as the authorized representative of the 
Resource Planning Committee. 
 
(2)    Provide to the public the necessary permit application forms and variance and 
appeals forms.  Assist the public in preparing permit applications and variance and 
appeal petitions. 
 

    (3)  Conduct all necessary on-site inspections and investigations of structures,           
    lands, and waters to certify compliance with this Ordinance. 

 
(4)    Issue or deny regular zoning permits and sign permits. 
 
(5)   Suspend or revoke zoning permits and sign permits and/or issue cease and 
desist orders upon noncompliance with the terms of the permit and/or this 
Ordinance. 
 
(6)     Issue, deny, or revoke certificates of compliance. 
 
(7)   Investigate alleged zoning violations and give notice of all violations of this 
Ordinance to the owner, resident, agent, or occupant of the premises. 
 
(8)  Report uncorrected violations to the Corporation Counsel and assist the 
Corporation Counsel in initiating enforcement proceedings. 
 
(9)   Gain entry to premises, buildings, and structures during reasonable hours for 
the purpose of investigating applications for permit and for the purpose of 
determining compliance with this Ordinance or with any issued permit.   If entry is 
refused after presentation of proper identification, a special inspection warrant may 
be procured in accordance with s. 66.122, Wis. Stats. 
 
(10)  Record all permits issued, inspections made, work approved, and all other 
official actions. 
 
(11)   Assist in giving all legal notices required by State Statutes or this Ordinance. 
 
(12)   Recommend to the Land Use Services Director any amendments necessary 
to make the operation of this Ordinance more effective. (Amended: 27 March 2018; Ord. 

2018-07)
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(13)  When necessary, provide technical and clerical assistance during hearings 
conducted by the Board of Adjustment or the Resource Planning Committee. 
  

(14)  Make referrals and recommendations to the Land Use Services Director and 
the Resource Planning Committee in accordance with this Ordinance. (Amended: 27 

March 2018; Ord. 2018-07) 
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CHAPTER 12 
 

ENFORCEMENT 
 
  12.01  Violations.                  
  12.02  Prosecution.                
  12.03  Penalties.                             
  12.04  After-the-fact conditional use applications and variance petitions. 
                   
12.01  Violations.   
 

(1)  It shall be unlawful to locate, erect, construct, reconstruct, alter, enlarge, extend, 
convert, or relocate any building, structure, or sign or use any building, structure, 
land, or sign in violation of the provisions of this Ordinance, or amendments or 
supplements thereto, lawfully adopted by the County Board of Supervisors.  It shall 
also be unlawful to fail to obtain permits as required by this Ordinance or to fail to 
comply with any requirement or condition imposed by the Board of Adjustment or 
Resource Planning Committee. 
 
(2)  Each and every day of violation as described in sub.(1) may be deemed a 
separate offense and violation. 
 
(3)  Any person, firm, association, or corporation or representative agent failing to 
comply with the provisions of this Ordinance may be subject to prosecution under 
the terms of this Ordinance. 

 
12.02  Prosecution.  
 

(1)  Civil proceedings.  Pursuant to s. 66.12, Wis. Stats., an action for violation of 
this ordinance shall be a civil action. 
 
(2)  Notification.  The Zoning Administrator shall serve any violators with a notice of 
violation stating the following: 

 
 (a)  The nature of the violation. 
 
 (b)  Corrective measures required to eliminate the violation. 
 
 (c)  That the violator shall be subject to: 
 

1.  Civil action to remove or otherwise eliminate the violation, and/or 
 
2.  Penalties, upon conviction, as set forth in s. 12.03, penalties. 
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(3)  Corporation Counsel.  The Zoning Administrator shall report violations to the 
Door County Corporation Counsel.  At the Corporation Counsel's discretion, legal 
action or proceedings may be commenced to prosecute alleged violators pursuant 
to the proceedings outlined in s. 66.12, Wis. Stats., or pursuant to the issuance of a 
summons and complaint. 
 
(4)  Injunction.  Compliance with this Ordinance may also be enforced by an 
injunction at the suit of Door County or the owner or owners of real estate within the 
zoning district affected by such regulation. 
 
(5)   Penalty.  Those actions commenced on behalf of Door County may, in addition, 
seek a forfeiture or penalty as outlined herein. 
 
(6)  Special inspection warrants.  The provisions of s. 66.122, Wis. Stats., shall 
govern the issuance of all special inspection warrants. 

 
12.03  Penalties.  Any person, firm, association, or corporation or representative agent 
who fails to comply with the provisions of this ordinance or any order of the Zoning 
Administrator issued in accordance with this ordinance shall, upon conviction thereof, 
forfeit not less than $10 nor more than $500 and the cost of prosecution for each violation 
including court costs and reasonable attorney fees; and in default of payment of such 
forfeiture and costs shall be imprisoned until payment thereof, but not exceeding 30 days. 
 Each day a violation exists or continues shall constitute a separate violation. 
 
12.04   After-the-fact conditional use applications and variance petitions. 
 

(1)  After-the-fact conditional use situations.  If a building or structure or premises 
is used to establish a use, which by this Ordinance requires issuance of a 
conditional use permit, without a conditional use permit first being obtained, the 
responsible party may attempt to correct the violation by applying for a conditional 
use permit for the unauthorized use. 

 
    (a)  Procedure. 

 
1.  Upon notification of the violation, the responsible party may apply for  

    a conditional use permit as provided in s. 11.04(2), application. 
 
2.  Upon submittal of a complete application, the application shall be        

    processed as provided in s. 11.04, conditional use permits. 
 

    (b) During the pendency of the conditional use permit application, the 
responsible party shall not carry on any activities in furtherance of the 
unauthorized use. 

 
    (2)  After-the-fact variance situations.  If a building or structure is constructed in     
    violation of any dimensional requirement of this Ordinance, or if a lot is created in 
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    violation of minimum lot area and/or width requirements of this Ordinance, the       
    responsible party may attempt to correct the violation by petitioning for a variance. 
   (Amended:  30 Sept. 2003; Ord. 16-03) 

 
  (a)  Procedure. 

 
1.  Upon notification of the violation, the responsible party may petition for 
a variance as provided in s. 11.06(1), Petition. (Amended:  30 Sept. 2003; 
Ord. 16-03) 
 
2.  Upon submittal of a complete petition, the petition shall be processed 
as provided in s. 11.06, variance from the requirements of this Ordinance. 
(Added:  30 Sept. 2003; Ord. 16-03) 
 

   (b)  During the pendency of a variance petition, the responsible party shall not  
   carry on any activities in furtherance of the unauthorized act. 
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